THE AFTEKMATH                             339

their jeers and cat-calls lie replied with a good -humoured
shout of laughter from that great mouth. The roaring was
suddenly stilled ; before he had uttered a word, Lenin had
tamed his hearers. At the close of his speech the delegates
even applauded him. For the moment he restored order
and a modicum of dignity to the proceedings, but only
for a moment. Kamkov was on his feet and was lashing
himself and the Congress into a fury with a fighting speech.
He spared no one, and his peroration was tremendous in
its dramatic emotion:

The dictatorship of the proletariat has developed into a dictator-
ship of Mirbach. In spite of all our warnings the policy of Lenin
remains the same, and we are become, not an independent Power,
but the lackeys of the German Imperialists, who have the audacity
to show their faces even in this theatre.

Like a pack of howling wolves the Left Social Revolu-
tionaries turned as one man to the diplomatic loge. " Down
with Mirbach! Away with the German butchers! Away with
the hangman's noose from Brest-Litovsk! " they screamed.
They could at that moment have torn the Ambassador
limb from limb. They were fanatical, distraught, crazed
with anger and humiliation. In the face of that howling mob,
Mirbach remained unmoved, and with a superb courage
maintained complete self-possession. Hurriedly Sverdlov
declared the session closed.1

July 6, 1918, was a day momentous in Soviet history.
The congress was due to reconvene at four o'clock, and
throughout the morning Lenin and his colleagues were
in conference as to their plan of action. Sverdlov was
dispirited. Trotsky was in favour of taking action against
the Opposition, Lenin pondered. Suddenly in the early
afternoon the telephone rang in Lenin's room ; a breathless

1 Lockhart, pp. 295-299; Sadoul, pp. 392-397; Bunyan, pp. 199-
212 ; Piatyi Vserossiiskii Siezd Sovetov Rabochikk, KrestiansJrikh, Soldat-
skikh-, Eazachikh Deputatov. Stenograficheskii otchet (Moskva, 4-10
iiulia, 1918, g.).